




Allison Stout practices a short-distance 
shot. (photo by Stacie Suedkamp) 
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Golfers begin season with new coach 
by Krista Lovald 

Lady Gov golfers will make their 
debut at the Rapid City Invitational 
April 6. 

The team has a new coach this 
year, Buchanan elementary teacher 
Todd Bohls. 

"We are not overly experienced, 
with only four girls returning from 
varsity. We are hoping to rely on the 
younger girls to come through for the 
team," Bohls said. 

There are no returning seniors on 
the team which lost four girls togradu-

"We are not overly experienced, with only four girls 
returning from varsity. We are hoping to rely on the younger 
girls to come through for the team." 

ation last year. 
Junior Sara Harens said, "We are a 

young team, but regions and state are 
here in Pierre, so we are hoping to 
hold our own." 

Team spots are yet undecided, said 

golf coach Todd Bohls 

Bohls. 
Team members from Riggs include 

Harens, Wendy Birhanzel, Allison 
Stout, Shannon Dykstra, Rosanna 
Solem, and Ann Schroyer. 

Tedrow, Miller enjoy coaching 11Y 11 team 
by Nathan Brakke

Many kids grow up wanting to be 
professional basketball players. They 
start playing when they are in el­
ementary school and play all the way 
through high school keeping that 
dream alive. It seems they grow up 
with a basketball in their hands. Two 
seniors, Nie Miller and Todd Tedrow, 
have recently exchanged that ball for 
a clipboard. 

Miller and Tedrow became coaches 
of a freshman basketball team called 
the "Pierre Flight" which competes in 
YMCA tournaments throughout the 
state. The previous coach, Verne 
Brakke, turned the team over to Nie 
and Todd this December, remaining 
simply as an adviser. 

The new coaches' first test came 
two weeks ago as the "Flight" played 
in the Watertown Boys & Girls Club 
Tournament. The team lost to 
Yankton by about twenty points and 
then lost to McCook Central in over­
time. Miller said, ''We lost both games, 
but they all played hard; the ball just 
wasn't bouncing our way." 

Miller's career record is still a re­
spectable 2-2 though, as he won two 
games last year filling in for Brakke. 

The team's next test will be the 
Aberdeen YMCA Tournament this 
weekend. Miller said, "I have no real 
changes planned for the next games. 
We will just work on our offensive set 
and try to cut down on turnovers. 

The "Flight" will also be competing 
in the Pierre YMCA Tournament on 
April 2 and 3. 

When asked why he got into coach­
ing, Miller said, "I always thought 
that I could do the job better than the 

people on TV." 
Tedrow explained, "I got into it 

because I've always been a player, 
and I wondered what it would be like 
to be involved in a game from the 
coach's perspective." 

Both have already learned some 
valuable lessons in their first few 
games. Tedrow said, "I've learned 
what we need to focus on in practice in 
order to win some games." Miller 
added, ''You must treat all the players 

differently. When you put ten guys on 
a team you get different attitudes, so 
we try to mix all them together to 
come up with the winning combina­
tion." 

As with most coaches, Tedrow and 
Miller do a lot of teaching also. Tedrow 
said, "I teach the players not to talk 
trash on the court. At this level and 
most levels, the way to impact the 
other team is not through their mouths 
but through their play on the court. I 
also try to teach teamwork." 

Miller said, "I try to teach some of 
the basics, and I also try to teach them 
to bond as a team." 

Miller and Tedrow have already 
seemed to develop a coaching philoso­
phy. 

Todd said his is that "everyone 
plays, has fun, works hard, and the 
rewards will follow. My favorite quote 

is 'There is no "I" in team."' Nie has a 
similar philosophy: "I believe in giv­
ing 110 percent to help your team. I 
also think that the key is a strong 
defense that will lead into an explo­
sive offense." 

Both Tedrow and Miller seem to be 
happy coaching. Miller explained, "I 
love working with kids and having 
them respect you. I just have a thirst 

for the game. I'm a wacko during 
March Madness." 

Tedrow added, "My favorite part is 
getting to work with the kids. I enjoy 
it when I feel that I have helped them 
improve their game. It gives me a 
good feeling to see their faces and 
actions when we win. It's just fun to 
be involved." 

Tedrow says an ideal player is 
"someone who has heart, hustles, and 
plays as hard as possible when he's in 
the game. Nie added, ''When I see a 
good basketball player, he must dis­
play a strong desire to lead and be 
ready to give up his body for the ball. 
I like hustle and muscle. The more 
they play physical, the bigger the heart 
they have. I don't like quitters and 

slackers." 
As for coaching in the future, 

Tedrow claims, "I wouldn't get in­
volved in organized coaching because 
too much stress is involved. Although 
I would coach teams like my current 
team-teams that go to the YMCA 
Tournaments because these tourna­
ments are fun." 

Miller had a somewhat different 
answer. He said, " I would love to 
have a career in coaching basketball. 
I love the game and love dealing with 
kids." 

Listening to these guys, it's prob­
ably safe to say that those ninth grad­
ers love playing for Miller and Tedrow 
just as much as Miller and Tedrow 
love coaching them. 

Todd Tedrow and Nie Miller have recently taken over the coaching of a ninth grade 
basketball team .. (photo by Stacie Suedkamp) 




